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MESSAGE FROM 
THE SUPERINTENDENT
On September 1st, 

393 students arrived 
on South Harrison’s 

campus to start a new 
school year. Now that school 
is offi  cially underway we 
all are reminded that the 
start of a new school year 
is exciting. It’s that time of 
year when our students 
reunite with old friends and 
meet new ones; when they 
begin to participate in new 
clubs and activities. They are 
introduced to new teachers 
and begin looking forward 
to upcoming events. 

The start of a new school 
year is exciting and we 
work hard to ensure 
that every student has a 
meaningful, benefi cial, and 
unforgettable experience. 

This year we continue to 
be guided by our creed — 
Committed to Excellence. We 
are committed to being the 
best in everything we do. 
We are passionate about 
the reasons we became 
educators. We strive for 
continuous improvement. 
And, we focus on the needs 
of those we serve. It’s our 

commitment to excellence 
that fuels our desire to 
provide the best public 
schooling to our students.

In closing, I am excited to 
welcome all of you back in 
what promises to be a great 
year for South Harrison. 
We have a wonderful 
facility that is fi lled with 
talented and passionate 
staff  that is ready to meet 
the needs of our students; 
a regional curriculum 
department that ensures the 
implementation of rigorous 
and relevant curriculum 
aligned to standards, and 
all the passion we need to 
continue to improve the 
learning environment at 
South Harrison. 

We have had a great start 
and will continue to enjoy 
the benefi ts of a great 
school year. On behalf of our 
faculty, staff  and students, I 
wish you all a great holiday 
season.

Dr. James J. Lavender

Continued on page 2

PRINCIPAL’S NOTE
Dear South Harrison Families,
On behalf of the South Harrison staff , I am happy 
to welcome you to the 2016-2017 school year! I love 
having the school bustling again with enthusiastic 
learners! Whether you are a veteran parent or your 
child just started Preschool or Kindergarten, the 
start of the school year is always an exciting one.  I 
hope many of you were able to attend our Back to 
School Night and meet our amazing teachers and 
witness their commitment to excellence in teaching 
and learning. I anticipate a sensational year as we 
work as partners to ensure our children can achieve their highest potential!
We have added some new faces to our Roadrunner family. Please help me in 
welcoming the following staff  members:
Madison Pagliaccetti – Kindergarten LTS
Madison attended Rowan University and recently graduated in 2015 with 
her Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education (K-6), Bachelor of Arts in 
Writing Arts, and reading endorsement. Her clinical and practicum experi-
ence at Woodlynne Elementary School and Bridgeton were in Kindergarten 
inclusion classrooms. She has served as a Kindergarten paraprofessional and 
one-on-one for various grade levels making her an excellent candidate for 
this position. 
Devon McCorristin – 1st Grade LTS
Ms. McCorristin brings a wealth of knowledge from her experience as a tech-
nology teacher at Woodbury Elementary School where she taught Kindergar-
ten through fi ft h grade for several years. To add to her resume, she has served 
as a long term substitute in a Kindergarten classroom and as an instructional 
assistant in First grade. She is currently pursuing her special education certifi -
cate. We are excited to have her on board!!
Jennifer Smith – 5th Grade Language Arts Teacher
With over 13 years of teaching experience and nine years of experience teach-
er 5th and 6th grade Language Arts and Social Studies in Lindenwold Middle 
School, Mrs. Smith brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to our school 
district. She has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education 
from Temple University and a Master’s Degree from Wilmington University 
in School Counseling. She won the “Educator of the Year” at Lindenwold 
Middle School in 2013 along with several other impressive accolades. We are 
beyond excited to have Mrs. Smith join our Roadrunner Family!!
Jessica Cardella- K-6 Spanish Teacher
For the past seven years, Ms. Cardella has taught Spanish at the elementa-
ry, middle, and high school level as well as created lessons and the district 
curriculum for multiple Spanish programs. Prior to teaching in the United 
States, she taught for three years in Honduras, Central America in a bilingual 
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school teaching grades K-12 and still currently works with the school 
to assist in developing curricula, recruiting, and hiring. Ms. Cardella 
has her Bachelor of Science Degree in Spanish from West Chester 
University, and her Master’s Degree in Organizational Leadership 
from Eastern University. We are looking forward to Mrs. Cardella 
bringing her knowledge of curriculum and lessons, which will assist us 
in vertically aligning our Spanish curriculum across the grade levels to 
benefi t our children as they transition into middle school. Bienvenido 
a bordo!! 
Heather Derechinsky –Special Education Teacher / Resource Room
Ms. Derechinsky’s Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Education 
and concentration in Special Education, along with currently pursuing 
her Masters in Special Education, makes her the perfect addition to 
our Roadrunner family! Her experience includes working as a Head 
Camp Counselor at the YMCA and working in various paraprofes-
sional positions with students with disabilities in the classroom and 
on-on-one.
Our administrative team and staff  has once again worked very hard 
to plan for this school year based off  of feedback from the staff  and 
community and guided by our district goals and strategic plan. I am 
excited to share some of the highlights you can anticipate for this year:
Response to Intervention (RTI), Intervention and Referral Services 
(I&RS) and Gift ed and Talented
We are particularly excited about our enhanced Response to Interven-
tion, or RTI, Intervention and Referral Services, or I&RS, framework 
that we have prepared for our students and community. During the 
scheduled RTI intervention block, which is during 1st period for all 
grade levels, students in Tier I will experience a content enrichment 
activity and students identifi ed to be in need of Tier 2 or Tier 3 inter-
ventions will be pulled during this time. You received a letter on the 
fi rst day announcing our expanded enrichment off erings. Th is year, 
we added a Fitness and Coding Course to Grades 1-3. Th e fi rst cycle 
began on October 3rd, and the second rotation will start on November 
14th. Our newly updated parent handbook can be found on the web-
site, which also details our Gift ed and Talented Program.
PowerSchool
PowerSchool’s Parent Portal allows teachers to communicate at-
tendance, grades, and class schedule information to parents and 
guardians on a regular, timely basis.  We will continue to disseminate 
report cards and progress reports electronically and provide access to 
up-to-date grades for grades 5-6. Gradebook access opened to parents 
on September 26th.  In the 2015-16 school year, our district used a 
standards-based report card in grades K through 3. Th is year, our 
4th grade has now moved to a standards-based report card. Stan-
dards-based report cards allow more specifi c, individualized feedback 
as to what the child should know, understand, and be able to do at 
each grade level in all subject areas. Th erefore, parents with children 
in 4th grade are already familiar with this reporting approach as we 
transition this year. Please understand that our 4th grade teachers are 
new to this reporting process; therefore, I will keep you up to date as 
to how that transition is progressing and when 24/7 access to grades 
will be available. Please make sure you enroll in the PowerSchool Par-

ent Portal. Should you have any questions, you may visit our website 
or contact our main offi  ce.
New Aft er School Club Off erings
I’m very excited to announce our expanded Aft er School club off er-
ings. We have several clubs and activities geared specifi cally to our 
5th and 6th Grade students as well as a few open to our lower grades, 
which supports our District’s Strategic Vision 2018. We will continue 
to off er our Newspaper Club, Student Council, Fuel Up to Play 60, 
and Art Club. We have two new club off erings, Drama Club and Battle 
of the Books. Th e Drama Club is designed for students who love to 
act and perform. All students with theatrical talent, artistic ability, or 
interest in staging are welcome to participate. Auditions were recently 
held and we are looking forward to announcing our upcoming Play. 
Battle of the Books, is a reading incentive program designed to en-
courage students to read quality literature. Th is will also support our 
school’s literacy goal and our new Reading Incentive Program, which 
will launch in November. Th is club will launch in the Spring. Detailed 
information about all of our clubs can be found on our website. 
In addition to the many clubs presented, we also have a new 6-week 
STEM Enrichment Class, which is being off ered by Mad Science. 
Th ere will be two sessions throughout the school year, one in the Fall 
and one in the Spring. Th e Fall winter session will be opened to 1st-
3rd grade students and 4-6th grade. Th e spring session will be open 
to Kindergarten students, so the sessions will be open to both K-3rd 
grade and 4-6th Grade.  Over 57 students have joined the Fall club!
New Fundraiser Coordinator
I’m excited to announce our new Fundraiser Coordinator, Mrs. Jenni-
fer Mathis. Mrs. Mathis will be working collaboratively with me and 
our parent organizations and volunteers to plan, evaluate, and imple-
ment new and improved fundraising procedures. She has already hit 
the ground running with hosting our 6th grade parent meeting, selling 
Spirit Wear at Back to School Night, and planning the Car Wash and 
Hoagie Sale and Trunk or Treat event!
Coff ee with the Principal
I will continue to host “Coff ee with the Principal,” which is a special 
time I created when I started as principal for parents and community 
members to ask me questions directly and learn about amazing hap-
penings at our school. Our focus this school year will center around 
Literacy. All dates are listed on our website calendar and will be listed 
on the monthly calendars sent home. I hope you can make it!
I’m honored to serve as the principal of South Harrison Township 
Elementary School! I am continually impressed and inspired by our 
dedicated staff  and families in this community. South Harrison is 
a school committed to excellence where all students are supported 
to grow academically, socially, and emotionally. I look forward to 
continuing to build strong, positive relationships with the community, 
parents, teachers, and students to support our academic goals. Once 
again, welcome back!
Very truly yours,

Corinne Mesmer, Principal

Continued from page 1
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BULLETIN BOARD

SEPTEMBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Lukas Dohlen
Camryn Sharp 

Jordan Carbone

Second Grade
Halle Dolce

Emma Campbell
 

Third Grade
Mackenzie Barry

Lana Tropea
Mia Ozturk

Fourth Grade 
Ava Olsen

Sarah Ostrowski
Leonardo Constantino

Fifth Grade
Hunter Acevedo
Roberto Matteo

Connor McMahon

Sixth Grade
Andrew Altmann

R.J. Witcraft
Charlie Pino

Art 
Maximus Bobadilla

Music
Kevin Steckler

Computers
Rebecca Small

Library
Kirsten Nelson

Physical Education
Kayla Huber

World Language
Nicholas Wagner

SEPTEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Leah Pettit

Second Grade
Gabriel Eisenhart

 
Third Grade

Zack Burlingame

Fourth Grade 
Patrick Kline

Fifth Grade
Valerie Marino

Sixth Grade
Trevor Maden
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BULLETIN BOARD

OCTOBER 
STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

First Grade
Cecelia Raff a
Chase Parker

Chase Bell

Second Grade
Enrique Torres

Jonna Lisi
 

Third Grade
Art Richardson
Samuel Mazzeo
Michael Driscoll

Fourth Grade 
Sofi a Mazzeo

Cayden Brzozowski
Melaina Caltabiano

Fifth Grade
Gianna Surace

Isabella Valentino
Kiara Sicilia

Sixth Grade
Aubrey Menold

McKayla Massing
Vanessa Kline

Art 
Kirsten Nelson

Music
Harley DeFay

Computers
Stella Vincent

Library
Andrew Altmann

Physical Education
Emily Maden

World Language
Chelsea Bomenblit

OCTOBER 
SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS

First Grade
Ethan Brennan

Second Grade
Julia Stec

 
Third Grade
Ty McLeer

Fourth Grade 
Tyler Capra

Fifth Grade
Lacie Law

Sixth Grade
Isabella Cervantes
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BULLETIN BOARD

While some children do chores out of obligation 
or to earn an allowance, 6th grader Gabriela 
Shulman, and nearly 70 other children in the 

South Harrison/Mullica Hill area, are 
doing chores with a diff erent purpose in 
mind. Th ese philanthropic youngsters 
are part of an organization called Chil-
dren Making Change, whose mission 
is to raise money for charity by doing 
chores!  Members give presentations to 
advocate for a cause that is meaningful 
to them.  Gabriela Shulman, an avid 
reader with dyslexia, spoke with passion 
about Learning Ally, an online resource 
of over 82,000 narrated audiobooks.  She 
appealed to Children Making Change 

members to fundraise for this non-profi t organization to 
make audiobooks accessible to a greater number of chil-
dren.  Gabriela has never let her reading disability inter-

fere with her passion for books or learn-
ing, and she wanted other children to 
have the same opportunity.  All members 
of Children Making Change meet in June 
to identify four charities who will receive 
donations, and we’re not talking about 
pocket change!  Learning Ally, the Paja-
ma Program, Go4thegoal, and JDRF split 
$9000 most recently!  Kudos to Gabriela 
and all members of Children Making 
Change, who truly are doing their part to 
make the world a better place.

The teachers of South 
Harrison (PRIDE) do-
nated snacks for a basket 

that was raffl  ed off  during Back 
to School Night. Our big winner 
was Melissa Wallace whose son, 
Jullian, is in Mrs. Miles' kinder-
garten class. Congratulations 
to the Wallace family! Be sure 
to come out and support our 
many upcoming PRIDE activities 
throughout this year. Our fi rst 
sponsored event will take place 
during the night of Trunk or 
Treat. We are looking forward to 
seeing you!

CHILDREN MAKING CHANGE

PRIDE RAFFLE
UPCOMING EVENTS

November 7-11th 
Fall Recess

November 14-18th
American Education Week

November 14th 
Board of Education Meeting
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Board of Education
Deborah Cunningham, President

Janet Brown, Vice President
Michael Brennan 
Dr. Laura Bruno

Toni Buckley
Janice Huggins
James McShea

Ron Reilly
Joseph Talbot

Administration
Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent

Mr. Jason Schimpf, School Business Administrator
Mrs. Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic Offi  cer

Mrs. Corinne Mesmer, Principal

BOARD OF EDUCATION


